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Notes for researchers 
 

Districts:  Kilmallie & Lochaber 
also Ardgour, Argyllshire & Inverness-shire 

 
Version 2 – September 2017 

 
 
This is one of a series of 38 articles which should to be read in conjunction with each other.  Look at ‘Setting the Scene’, 
in Small Print on the left of the homepage, for a list of all these articles and explanations of some concepts being used.    

 

Summary 
 
The children of Donald McLean and Christina were born in Kilmallie.   
 
We are not sure of the boundaries in Donald’s time - 1770s to 1830s.  At different times, and for different purposes, 
geographical areas are named in different ways – often with slightly different boundaries.   In these notes, we clarify 
the interconnections between Kilmallie and Lochaber – and also Ardgour, Argyllshire and Inverness-shire. 
 
Kilmallie is a parish straddling the shires of Inverness and Argyll.  It is the largest parish in Scotland.   In Donald’s time, 
Kilmallie was the north of Loch Eil. It is sometimes spelt as Kilmalie and rarely as Killmalie. 
 
Lochaber is a civic administration district.  This is much the same area as Kilmallie.  The same area is referred to as 
Lochaber in current usage, rather than Kilmallie as in earlier time.   
 
Ardgour is generally regarded as the area south of Loch Eil, and north of Morvern. 

 
Argyllshire and Inverness-shire are much larger areas, within which Kilmallie, Lochaber and Ardgour are small sections. 
 

 
[Research:  We need to create a more accurate map which shows the various boundaries, in different eras, for Kilmallie, 
Lochaber, Ardgour, Argyllshire and Inverness-shire] 

 
..ooOOoo.. 
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Boundaries 
 
It is taken that Loch Eil marked the southern boundary of the parish of Kilmalie and the northern boundary of the parish 
of Ardgour but it would have varied over the eras.  Groome’s Ordinance (ref: p370) details boundary charges in 1891 
and also LANAFHG states that the massive parish was split into a number of Quoad Sacra Parishes (ref: xxx).   In 1895, 
much of the Argyllshire part of the parish was split out to form the parish of Ardgour but then in 1975 Ardgour ceased 
to be a separate parish.  
 
“The length from north-west to south-east is about 60 miles; the greatest breadth 30 miles.   It is bounded on the east 
and south-east by the parish of Kilmonivaig; on the south-east by Rannoch, in Perthshire; on the south and south-west 
by the parish of Appin; on the west by the parishes of Morvern and Ardnamurchan; on the north by Glenelg.  It lies partly 
in Inverness-shire and partly in Argyllshire” (McGillivray p 117). 
 
In 1791, Fraser (p408) stated that the parish was 589 square miles or 376,960 acres (152,550 hectares).  
 
“In 1891 it was recommended by the Boundary Commissioners that the Argyllshire part of Killmalie parish (Killmalie then 
being situated in two counties, Argyll and Inverness) should at some time form an independent civil parish.  This 
recommended was acted upon in 1895 when the parish of Ardgour was formed“ (Timperley p45).  
 

Population 
 
The population of the parish is sparse and, apart from Fort William and Corpach, there are no population centres, just 
a few hamlets – Banavie and Clovulin north of the loch, and on the south there is Garvan, Blaich and Duisky.   
 
The population of Kilmallie has been:- 

1755 (year)    3,093 (people)     McGillivray p122 (source) 
1792     4,225   McGillivray p122 
1801     4,600 or 4520  McGillivray p122 and Groome 
1811     5,000   McGillivray p122 
1821    5,527   McGillivray p122 
1831     4,200 or 5566  McGillivray p122 and Groome 
1841    5,397   Groome 
1851 
1861     4.272   Groome 
1871    4,066    Groome 
1881     4,157 
1911    3,704 
1951    6,248 
2017   10,000 in Fort William 

 
In 1831:- 

• The Inverness part of the parish was 2745 people [research:  Does this include Fort William – see ref p122]  

• The Argyll part of the parish = 1465    

• There were 687 families in 610 inhabited houses.  The average family size was 6 (p122)  

• There were the 1200 in Fort William and 3010 on farming lands – these are the same numbers as 37 years 
before.  Thus, there is no evidence of a continuance of the movement off sheep farms which was so strong 
between 1755 and 1792.   

• [research:  We need to check whether there were 4,200 (McGillivray) or 5,566 (Groome) in 1831. 
 
McGillivray casts doubt on the lower figure in 1831 “The people employed on the Caledonian Canal are included in the 
census of 1811 and 1831, but if the census of 1831 had been correctly taken, the population would certainly have been 
found to be more than 4210, notwithstanding of the number that left the country when the Canal was finished” (p122).  
The number 4210 includes 1465 in the Argyll part of the parish (which, I think, covers around Loch Eil), 1200 in Fort 
William, and 1545 in the rest of the Inverness part of the parish.  “The yearly average of births cannot be ascertained 
on account of the number of Episcopalians and Roman Catholics in the parish.  There is no register of deaths kept.   The 
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yearly average of marriages for seven years may be about 30.  The number of children for each family at an average is 
31/2.  There are 610 occupied families” (p122). 
 
In 1881, of the 4,157 people, 82% were gaelic-speaking, 65% were in Inverness shire and 35% belonged to the Kilmallie 
ecclesiastical parish (ref: Groome) 

 
In 1887, John Bartholomew's Gazetteer of the British Isles described Fort William as a small town (police burgh) of 1,594 
people with a post office, 3 banks and the fort which had become private dwelling-houses. 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 
There was confusion in the BRB about Kilmallie, “Kilmallie cannot be identified. Therefore, it must be supposed that it 
was a house name as even detailed maps fail to show it, and the one on Duisky Estate, Argyllshire from which they left 
for South Australia in 1837.  North of this estate are Glen Mallie and the River Mallie, both skirting Locheil Forest. Where 
the river enters Loch Arkaig is the village of lnver Mallie.  These are west of Clunes and north of Fort William.”   In fact, 
Kilmallie is parish. 
 

..ooOOoo.. 
 

The appendix compares the circumstances in Kilmallie in Donald’s time – from when he was a child to when the family 
migrated from the area in 1837.   Statistical accounts by Fraser in 1792 and McGillivray in 1835 are summarized with 
regard to land use, employment, timber, crops, sheep, fishing, rents, schools and churches etc.  

 
..ooOOoo.. 

References 
 
These notes have relied mainly on Fraser, McGillivray & Groome.  See ‘Library’ for full details of these and other 
references – as well as comments about their relevance and how they can be accessed.  
 

..ooOOoo.. 
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